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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 1790] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 1790) for the relief of Dorothea Zirkelbach, having considered 


the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to enable the German fiancée of a United 
States citizen serviceman to enter the United States for the purpose 
of marrying her citizen fiancé and to thereafter reside in the United 
States. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Germany on October 25, 
1922, and is engaged to Sgt. Lowery A. Gum, who is presently stationed 
at Edwards Air Force Base, Muroc, Calif. 

beneficiary of the bill when he was on duty in Europe and she was 


employed at the United States Counterintelligence Corps in Frankfurt 
on the Main. 


Sergeant Gum met the 


A letter dated September 26, 1951, to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the 


Acting Deputy Attorney General with reference to the case reads as 
follows: 
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é SEPTEMBER 26, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 1790) for the relief of 
Dorothea Zirkelbach, an alien. 

The bill would provide that Dorothea Zirkelbach, the German fiancée of 
Lowery A. Gum, a sergeant in the United States Air Force and a citizen of the 
United States shall be eligible for a visa as a nonimmigrant temporary visitor 
for a period of 3 months, provided the administrative authorities find that she 
is coming to the United States with a bona fide intention of being married to 
Sergeant Gum, and that she is found otherwise admissible under the immigration 
laws. It would further provide that, in the event the marriage does not occur 
within 3 months after Miss Zirkelbach’s entry into the United States, she shall 
be required to depart therefrom and, upon failure to do so, shall be deported. 
Finally, the bill would direct the Attorney General, in the event the marriage 
between the parties does occur within the prescribed 3 months, to record her 
lawful admission for permanent residence as of the date of payment by her of 
the required visa fee and head tax. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Sergeant Gum is presently stationed at the Edwards Air Force Base, 
Muroec, Calif. He has advised that he was born on November 22, 1927, in 
Weston, W. Va. His parents live on a farm near Weston and Sergeant Gum 
assisted his father with farm work from 1941, when he left grade school, until 
his enlistment in the United States Army on November 1, 1945, It is his inten- 
tion to remain in the Army. He has no source of income other than his Army 
pay of $132.50 per month. Should he marry, he would be entitled to an addi- 
tional $45 monthly as quarters allowance. He has assets consisting of $565 in 
bank savings. 

According to information furnished by Sergeant Gum, the alien was born on 
October 25, 1922, at Frankfurt on the Main, Germany. He first met her in Janu- 
ary 1947, when she was employed as a clerk-typist at the Rhein Main United 
States Army Counterintelligence Corps in Frankfurt on the Main. She lost a 
brother, in Russia, in 1943, while he was serving with the German Army. Her 
father is deceased but her mother is living and resides in the American Zone of 
Germany. Sergeant Gum last saw the alien in July 1949. He has stated that 
while he is not informed of the particular nature of the alien’s work with the 
German Army during World War II nor of the particular location or length of 
time of such employment, he is confident that she was never a member of the 
Nazi party and that she is anticommunistic and pro-American. 

The quota of Germany, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed and 
an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. Therefore, if the absence of special 
legislation, she will not be able to come to this country at the present time. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived, presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Wma. Amory UNDERHILL, 
Acting Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman Cleveland M. Bailey, the author of the bill, has sub- 
mitted the following memorandum in connection with the case: 


Memorandum to: Hon. Pat McCarran, chairman, Committee on the Judiciary. 
From: Cleveland M. Bailey, M. C. 
Subject: H. R. 1790 (a bill for the relief of Dorothea Zirkelbach). 

This ease is one in which my constituent, Sgt. Lowery A. Gum, AF15210590, 
now stationed at Edwards Air Force Base, Muroc, Calif., is intensely interested. 

Sergeant Gum, a member of the Armed Forces, was stationed in Germany 
in 1945-46, where he met and fell in love with a German girl, Miss Dorothea 
Zirkelbach, who was then employed as a secretary to an official in the Army of 
Occupation, The nonfraternization order went into effect in 1946, which pre- 
vented the members of the Armed Forces from having any dealings with the 
enemy. Miss Zirkelbach, being a German national, Sergeant Gum was unable 
to go through with his plans to marry her and bring her back to the States. 
Sergeant Gum’s enlistment ran out and he was brought back to the States and 
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discharged. He was then placed on the Inactive Reserve list and later when the 
Korean trouble broke out he was called back to active duty. He used every 
means possible to try to have his fiancée brought to this country so that he would 
have an opportunity to marry her. 

The German immigration quota has been so oversubscribed that it would not 
be possible for Miss Zirkelbach to come into this country in the regular way for 
a period of more than 5 years. This situation accounts for the introduction of 
H. R. 1790, which has already been approved by the House of Representatives 
and is now pending in ‘your committee. 

I have known Sergeant Gum and his parents for many years, they own and 
operate a large farm near the city of Weston in Lewis County, W. Va. Sergeant 
Gum is a young man of outstanding ability and merit and he is financially well 
able to wed and take care of Miss Zirkelbach. 

The bill, as drafted, provides that she be permitted to enter this country for a 
limited time for the sole purpose of marrying Sergeant Gum, and I sincerely hope 
it will be the decision of your committee to approve this special legislation for 
action by the Senate. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 1790) should be enacted. 


.% 
\ 4 





